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 Good morning Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Erin Bowser and I am 

Director of Project Management for EDP Renewables.  Today I am testifying in opposition of Senate Bill 

310.  

EDPR is proud to have built the first commercial scale wind farm in the state of Ohio.  Made up 

of 55 wind turbines, the 99-megawatt project in Paulding County known as “Timber Road II Wind Farm” 

was placed into service in 2011.  Timber Road was a $175M investment in Ohio and was the direct result 

of Ohio’s renewable energy standard which prompted American Electric Power in 2009 to initiate a 

competitive bid process to procure wind energy through a long term power purchase agreement.  Prior 

to the renewable energy standard and the annual benchmarks set by SB 221, Ohio’s utilities did not seek 

to procure renewable energy due in large part to our state’s nearly sole reliance on traditional coal 

resources.  The clean energy standards included in SB 221 demonstrated a bipartisan commitment by 

Ohio’s leaders to  diversifying – in a deliberate yet cautious manner - Ohio’s electric supply with a 

modest amount of homegrown clean sources like wind and solar.  The standards include a cost cap to 

insure the protection of ratepayers.  It also required that half of the 12.5% be derived from renewable 

energy projects built within Ohio so as to attract capital investment, spur innovation in the clean tech 

industry and create jobs.  Having been involved in the development, construction and operation of 

Ohio’s first large scale wind projects, as well as an Ohio resident, I can testify to the fact that your 

commitment to cautiously diversifying Ohio’s electricity supply has been a success.   

EDP Renewable’s Timber Road Wind Farm started construction in the winter of 2010 and was 

commercially operating by July of 2011.  After a very competitive bid process we entered into a long 

term contract to sell the power to AEP subsidary companies, Ohio Power Company and Ohio Southern 

Power Company, for 20 years at a fixed rate.  More than 900 Ohioans – which was the equivalent of 200 

full time jobs -- worked on at least one aspect of the construction of Timber Road Wind Farm during a 

winter in 2010 in which jobs were hard to come by.  The wind farm now employees 10 full time 

employees, provides $890,000 annually in property taxes for the local taxing jurisdictions including 

schools, pays more than $1M annually to local farmers who host wind turbine infrastructure on their 

property.  This is the success story of just one company and one community’s wind farm but there are so 

many others; not to mention that Ohio has become the nation’s top supplier of wind energy component 

parts which has fostered new opportunities for Ohio manufacturers and our skilled work force.    

 It is important to consider that while the supporters of SB 310 seek to invoke outrage with 

claims about the rising cost of electricity due to modest increases in the use of renewable energy please 



keep in mind that the cost cap hasn’t been triggered by any responsible procurement of renewable 

energy in which a competitive process was instituted and a long term contract executed.     

 EDP Renewables has made a strong commitment to Ohio.  In addition to our operating wind 

farm in Paulding County we have a robust pipeline of additional Ohio projects that we want to build.  

EDPR has another 100 megawatts already permitted by the Power Siting Board and ready for 

construction and another 400 megawatts in earlier stage development.  All told, the wind industry is 

poised to invest an additional $2.5B in the state and the renewables industry as a whole more than $6B.  

The real benefits generated by the standards including billions of dollars of investment, innovation, jobs, 

property tax revenue, cleaner energy and a healthier environment are benefits that most Ohioans see as 

worth investing in especially in light of the cost cap protections already in place to protect ratepayers. 

 All of this economic development and planned investment results from a thoughtful and 

carefully considered state energy policy.  However, SB 310 would undue this effort by “freezing” the 

standards for two years, eliminating the in-state requirement, allowing large scale hydro power from 

outside of the state to count towards meeting the standard and includes a change of law provision 

pertaining to renewable energy contracts with utilities that would jeopardize the rewards of stability 

and predictability for all parties involved before the ink is even dry.  

The original SB 221 sent clear market signals that provided certainty to investors, lenders, 

utilities, energy developers, and consumers.  Freezing the market and including new poison pill 

measures as the Senate did in SB 310 goes a long way to end the investments, jobs, clean energy and 

overall progress that has been made to advance a clean energy economy in Ohio.  I respectfully ask that 

you too oppose SB 310 and continue down the path of modestly diversifying Ohio’s energy supply in the 

same manner that has generated so many Ohio success stories.  

 

Thank you,  

Erin Bowser 

Director of Project Management 

EDP Renewables 

erin.bowser@edpr.com 
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